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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

149. Canceled 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for attaching a heart valve prosthesis in a patient, the 
method comprising: 

providing a fastener having a head and a sharp tip; and 

positioning a prosthesis comprising leaflet s with a plurality of commissure 

supports in a selec ted position proximate an aortic wall a root or a pulmonary artery wall; 

positioning a reinforcement along an inner surface of at least one of the 

commissure supports, wherein the reinforcement has at l east one aperture; and 

inserting the tip of the fastener through the at least one aperture in the 
reinforcement, the prosthesis and through an the aortic wall or root or a- the pulmonary artery 
wa11 ? the pro fitf ^j^ -- eoi^ risfflg-4 eaflets with valve ^nmissure- s upports to attach the heart valve 
prosthesis in a patient? 

wfee rein -the-pr -este sis further compri ses^ar-^^kfe*^^ 

th e fastener. 

21. Canceled. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for attaching a heart valve prosthesis in a patient, the 
method comprising: 

providing a reinforcement having at lea st one aperture; 

providing a fastener having a head and a sharp tip; and 

inserting th e fas tener through the at least one aperture in the reinforcement; 

positioning a prosthesis comprising leaflets with a plurality of commissure 

sup ports in a selected position proximate an aortic wait a root, or a pulmonary artery wall; 
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positioning the reinforcement alone an inner surface of at least one of the 



commissure supports; and 

inserting the tip of the fastener through the prosthesis and through an aortic wall 
or root or a pulmonary artery wall to attach the heart valve prosthesis to a patient T^he-pmthasis 



w f ae@ ., 0 , g . e . B , e --ej M:he com.n4s-sH^-siip|K>rts^ the reinfefeement having apertures fe ^B&e^fetiB-ef 

fe e fa s ten©f r wh eff sin the faste fl#r4fr4 ^ prior to in sertiB g -- tfee-fa&te.Eer 

i Bto4he - aort i c wall, or root or the pulmonary - artery - w afe 

23. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the heart valve prosthesis is a stentless 
porcine valve. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein each of the commissure supports of the 
prosthesis comprises at least one reinforcement. 

25. Canceled. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein a plurality of fasteners are inserted to secure 
the prosthesis to the aortic wall or root or the pulmonary artery wall 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the fastener further comprises an 
elongated portion, the tip at an end of the extended portion and the head on the end opposite the 
tip, the tip passing through the commissure support and through the aortic wall or root or the 
pulmonary artery wall to secure the prosthesis to the aortic wall or root or the pulmonary artery 
wall 

28-29. Canceled, 




where in the pros feesis- farther comprises-a-re-inforcement attach ed-4e-4he-4nn6r 



30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 further comprising providing a barb on 
the tip of the fastener to maintain the fastener in place after insertion. 

3L (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the heart valve prosthesis 
comprises a tissue valve. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 further comprising providing the head of 
the fastener with a shape such that the head is larger than a diameter of the elongated portion of 
the fastener. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the elongated portion of the 
fastener extends through the prosthesis and the aortic wall or root or the pulmonary artery wall to 
secure the prosthesis to the aortic wall or root or the pulmonary artery wall. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method for attaching a heart valve prosthesis in a patient, the 
method comprising: 

providing a fastener having a head and a sharp tip; an4 

positionin g a prosthesis comprising leaflets with valve commissure supports in a 

selected position proximate an aortic wall a root, or a pulmonary ar tery wall; 

positioning a reinforcement along an outer surfa ce o f the prosthesis, the 

reinforcement having at least one aperture; 

inserting the tip of the fastener through the prosthesi s, the at least one aperture in 
the reinforcement, and through an aortic wall or root or a pulmonary artery wall to attach the 

heart valve prosthesis to the patient. , the pro$ feesfe~eem^ with-vah^ 

su pports, 

wherein the - prosthesis-fu gfe er comprises a reinforcement is a&aeheeUo the outer 

surface- of--the prosthesi s, th eH re4nfo^ of the fa stens 
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35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20 wherein the heart valve prosthesis comprises a 
polymer valve. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the prosthesis farther comprises 
a reinforcement attached to a scallop formed between the commissure supports of the prosthesis, 
the reinforcement having apertures for insertion of the fastener. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 wherein the fasteners are inserted along a 
curvilinear path. 



38. 



(Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the tip of the fastener is tapered. 



